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A Ray of Darkness 


Strident tones of certainty characterise the faith of many 
Christians. Fearing ambivalence and the half-light of 
complexity; vigilant against the danger of denying Jesus 
before the cock’s crow, they crucify the searchers and the 
doubters. 


It’s curious for a religion which has at its start the 
anguished cry of the dying Christ: ‘My God, My God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?’ A religion which has had the 
metaphor of the spiritual journey as a constant tradition 
from its Old Testament origins through all its subsequent 
development, and which has acknowledged that one of the 
Stages in such a journey is the descent of dark confusion 
and the overwhelming sense of being abandoned by God. 


Job, the just man who suffers for no apparent reason, 
despairs because he loses sight of God, who will not listen 
to his self-defence: ‘God has made my heart sink, Shaddai 
has filled me with fear. For darkness hides me from him, 
and the gloom veils his presence from me’. His friends, the 
false comforters, argue that the ways of God are always 
just and that Job's suffering must result from some 
transgression. But Job knows that his trials are not sent as a 
punishment. Jonah’s loneliness is paralle! although its 
Starting point is different. It is because he tries to run away 
from Yahweh that he is sent into the belly of the fish. But 
there, desolate and seemingly deserted, he prays: “You cast 
me into the sea, and the flood surrounded me. All your 
waves, your billows, washed over me. And | said: I am 
cast Out from your sight’. 


St John of the Cross, the 16th century Spanish mystic, used 
the experiences of both these men to illustrate the feeling 
of isolation - from other people and from God himself - 
which is for many a necessary stopping place on the 
journey of faith. God deliberately conducts such 
individuals ‘along a sublime path of dark contemplation 
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and aridity’ in a process of purification which he calls the 
‘dark night’ of the soul. 


There are three stages. The first, when the person must lose 
his appetite for worldly possessions, is ‘a night for all his 
senses’ and ‘resembles the early evening, that time of 
twilight when things begin to fade from sight’. The second 
is only experienced by a few, for it is when the spiritual 
and rational parts of the soul must both be stilled so that 
only faith is left. So terrible and difficult is this time that 
there is no illumination at all and it ‘is completely dark, 
like midnight’. Finally, the soul is transformed in God and 
this is ‘like the very early dawn just before the break of 
day’. It may seem strange, he says, that the entry of divine 
love into the soul should first be manifest as a ‘dark night’. 
It is because divine wisdom is too great for the still 
undeveloped soul. The light at first floods and blinds the 
soul, but ultimately purges and illuminates it. Mystical 
theologians from earlier times had captured the event in the 
phrase ‘a ray of darkness’. 


St John was writing for contemplatives: most of us are not 
called to follow this path. But it is in the nature of any 
Spiritual journey that there will be such dark nights when 
doubt is the only truth and when faith itself is blind and 
comfortless. At such times it is neither the false friends 
with their smug interpretation of God’s justice, nor the 
dogmatists, who help. But the gentle, honest voice of a 
Christian who knows what it is to wander in obscurity. ‘To 
believe God’, in the words of the Liberation Theologian 


Gustavo Guttierez, ‘is a joy with many sufferings, to be 
sure with many doubts’*. 


Judith Rice 


“Quoted inThe Tablet, 20 May 1989 
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In the sixth in our series, Margaret 
Hooff describes how her life 
unexpectedly ‘changed direction’ on 
more than one occasion. 


Not Travelling Alone 


When I was first asked to write an article about my life 
under this title, it made me sit up and think. I had never 
looked back in depth or regarded my life in this way - but 
yes, it’s true! I have several times changed direction quite 
dramatically. 


I was brought up in Surrey. I and my twin sister Ceciley 
did most things together - we shared the samc interests, 
worshipped at the same church, attended the same schools 
and at times werc in the same class. We were of about the 
same academic standard, certainly not ‘high-fliers’ - and in 
fact we left school at 16 without taking GCEs. We went to 
secretarial college and both applied for jobs at the HQ of 
our denomination (Congregational - now United 
Reformed). I enjoyed working there for over eight years. 


However, I began to get restless - a feeling which was 
heightencd when Ceciley’s boss took over my boss's work - 
so he acquired twin secretaries! I decided enough was 
enough; it was time I moved on. I was feeling stunted. I 
had no separate identity - ] would always talk in the plural 
‘we...’ rather than ‘I...’ . I wanted to spread my wings - 


but I was petrified! 


‘I left home, church and job in one 
{cll swoop’ 


After consulting a church friend, | made a list of six 
organisations where | applicd for secretarial jobs. Toc H 
was at the bottom of my list, but God moves in a 
mysterious way. I was interviewed by Johnnie 
Macmillan and offered a job at the Toc H Western 
Regional Office in Bristol. 


So this was the first big change in my life. I left home, 
church and job in one fell swoop and moved to Bristol 
where I knew no-one, although Johnnie found me digs 
with a Toc H family. I remember the summer’s day I 
arrived in Bristol; | felt very lonely and frightened. All 
sorts of doubts entered my head - was I doing the right 
thing, could I fend for myself etc etc? But what little faith I 
had! Two wonderful Toc H families took me under their 
wings - Doug and Barbara Green and John and Mary 
Edwards. I would enjoy fish and chips with the Greens on 
a Saturday evening, or spend weckends with the Edwards 
family. They introduced me to many other folk. For several 
months I lived in a girls’ hostel, and there I found other 
residents (and the warden) turning to me with their 
problems. This, coupled with working at the Toc H centre, 
sowed the seeds of social work in my mind. My interest 
grew; the seeds began to germinate. 


I discussed what I should do next with a Toc H member 
who at that time worked for the Children’s Department 
(Social Services); and on her advice I started studying for 
‘O’-levels. At the age of 26 I took and passed a couple. 


The more involved I became in the life of the Toc H 
centre, the more keen I was to look into the possibility of a 
job in social work. But this required training and 1 was no 
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Margaret and her cat, Dusty Brown, with a friend at home. 


academic. I talked it over with my then boss, who 
suggested I set myself a target of six months, during which 
time I would explore training opportunities in a number of 
social work settings. The NSPCC was at the bottom of my 
list - I had no experience with children nor any real desire 
to work with them. But again, it was here that there was an 
opening for me. I didn’t require any ‘O’s or ‘A’s, and after 
two interviews (and as the six months were drawing to a 
close) I was accepted for training by the NSPCC. 


‘Td never heard of Keighlcy...and had 
visions of “England’s dark satanic mills” 


In March 1970 I left Bristol and Toc H after two and a half 
very happy years and changed direction again. | moved 
back to the London area. The NSPCC training course was 
tough but stimulating. In addition, I also had to learn to 
drive - previously I'd never envisaged I would be in a job 
where a car would be provided! In those days we had no 
choice as to where we would be posted. However, we did 
list preferences, so | put down places in the South (near my 
family) and South West (near my ‘second home’ in 
Bristol). I also specified that I did not want to go North - so 
the NSPCC in its wisdom sent me to Keighley in North 
Yorkshire! I'd never heard of it and when I found from the 
map that it was near Bradford and Lecds, | had visions of 
‘England’s dark, satanic mills’. However, just prior to my 
‘emigration’, I went to sec “The Railway Children’ which 
was filmed in Oakworth, Haworth ctc - areas in which I 
would be working. I realised it was very differcnt from my 
mental picture and that there was lovely country there - 
Keighley, of course, is on the edge of the beautiful 
Yorkshire Dales. 

Continued overleaf 3 


E Continued from previous page 


So, on 31 August 1971, 1 came up North. Over the 17 1/2 
years I have been here, my work with the NSPCC has in 
itself ‘changed direction’. Besides our traditional role of 
investigating complaints and protecting children, we have 
also started to run groups for children and parents, as well 
as individual sessions with children, offering therapy and 
ways of preventing potential child abuse. 


In my spare time, 1 have become very involved in the life 
of Knowle Park, the local United Reformed Church - I am 
an elder and serve on a small group which periodically 
leads worship. Since we have been virtually without a 
minister for the last nine years, we elders have had to take 
on additional responsibilities in leadership. During the last 
12 months, we too, as a church, have ‘changed direction 
quite drastically. After discovering that our buildings 
needed repairs well beyond our means, we took an act of 
faith last December and decided to demolish the whole 
premises. We are now worshipping in a scout hut and I feel 
our fellowship has deepened spiritually as we have had to 
put our trust in God. We have committed ourselves, with 
two other free churches, to partnership in ministry, and 
hope that we will then have two ministers between the 
three churches - so it’s all change at the moment! 
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saying how I hadn't considered myself as 
ee ba had tnde dramatic changes - but it was on} 
when I looked back that J discovered what changes | had 
made in my life. ‘Change’ can be destructive and negative, 
but it can also bring challenges and release Opportunities, 
and enable one to grow and develop in maturity and 
spirituality. I remember one of my Bristol Toc H friends 
telling me that she had noticed how I had matured during 
my time in Bristol (and incidentally, my twin did likewise 


after I left). 


The message of Easter reminds us that in whatever 
direction life takes us we are not travelling alone, but our 
Risen Lord walks beside us. Thanks be to God! 


EUROPE IN BRITAIN 


Mary Edwards recently attended the 
“Europe in Britain’ National Briefing, as 
Toc H’s representative on the Women’s 
National Commission. 


The very prestigious event was held on 31st March at the 
Queen Elizabeth II conference centre in Westminster. 1000 
representatives from all walks of life throughout Great 
Britain attended although it was sad to note thal only 126 
women had been invited. When one considers that about 
half our total population of over 59 million inhabitants 
must be female, it was a very unbalanced audience that 
was called to the Briefing. It was also most disappointing 
that there was no female presence on the platform or in the 
Workshop seminars which were held in the afternoon. 
However, Joanna Foster, Chair of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission, quite forcefully pointed this out to Lord 
Jenkins of Hillhead who was the overall Chairman for the 
day! 


The conference was addressed by: Dr. Frans Andriessen, 
Vice President of the Commission of the European 
Communities; Senor Don Pedro Solbes Mira, Secretary of 
State for the European Community (Spain); Kaspar 
Cassani, Chairman & President IBM, who set the single 
market of Europe within the context of world trade; Sir 
Robert Scholey, Chairman British Steel plc, who pointed 
out that a lot of hard work would be needed in order to 
create a complete European economic community and that 
it was likely to succeeed more by the efforts of industry 
than by those of politicians; and the Hon. Francis Maude 
MP who gave a speedy overview of all the spheres of 
activity currently being undertaken to usher us toward 
1992 and reminded his audience that if we are all to benefit 
from the European Commission we have a collective 
responsibility to bring it about. 


The afternoon was solely devoted to a series of Working 
Groups and each invitee had had to give prior notice of his 
choice. The options available were: A - Industry & 
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Commerce; B - Finance & the City; C - The Regional 
dimension; D - The Professions; E - The Social dimension. 
With such a breadth of choice and some excellent speakers 
it was difficult to decide which group to attend, but with 
my Toc H hat on | chose the social dimension and listened 
to presentations by David Williamson, Secretary Gencral, 
Commission of the European Communities; David Lea, 
Assistant General Secretary TUC; David Tench, of The 
Consumers’ Association and Stephen O’Brien, Chief 
Executive, Business in the Community. 


The business and marketing operations of the EEC were 
very well outlined. Many speakers told us of the 
possibilities of a rise of 7% in GNP and of 5 million new 
jobs if appropriate policies are adopted. The EEC will have 
within its boundaries 324 million consumers and a new 
reformation is predicted in which we will be seen to have a 
moral responsibility to carve out our future together. 


John Drew, Chairman of the UK offices of the 
Commission, reported that 10,000 small publicity events 
will be held in the UK in 1989 to give residents an 
Opportunity to explore at first hand the European 
dimension of their lives. He thanked the audience for their 
attendance, which made a statement of their interest, and 
reported that nowhere in the EEC had there been such a 
large and widespread gathering, although the 11 other 
countries had all preceded us by years in the organisation 
of small-scale Publicity events. 


In such a brief report it is extremely difficult to convey the 
flavour of such a vast conference. The conference centre IS 
most impressive and very well organised but despite some 


quite firm seating, after six hours 1 was glad of the walk to 
the station for my train! 


E May Edwards is the Chairman of the South West 
Region of Toc H. We hope to carry a full report of the 
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The Essential 


Ingredient 


The Director of Toc H argues that all 
our hopes and plans for the future of 
Toc H will be irrelevant if we forget 
one vital factor. 


There is a theory that catastrophes always have more than 
one cause. If two ships collide at sea, the disaster will not 
simply have been caused by the radar not working, or by 
the fog, or by the fact that one captain was ill - but it may 
well have been caused by the comination of these factors. 
The same pattern tends to hold true in any disaster scene. 
Even in Bangladesh, the tragic loss of life from so-called 
‘acts of God’ such as floods is compounded by other 
factors which magnify the scale of human suffering. 


This doesn’t always suit those who want simple solutions 
and single scapegoats. Every time there is some disaster or 
some unacceptable incident, the media tries to generate a 
witch-hunt atmosphere by suggesting that there is 
somewhere, lurking guiltily, a villain who can be 
identified, blamed and excoriated. As one current affairs 
magazine put it, the nation’s anticipation of the findings of 
the Cleveland child abuse enquiry was ‘almost as if in an 
Agatha Christie play, all we now await is for Mrs Justice 
Butler-Sloss to confront the case next week and unmask 
the villains’. In fact, the Butler-Sloss report disappointed 
many in the media because it pointed to no single factor 
and no one culprit. Similarly (without wishing to pre-judge 
the outcome of the Hillsborough enquiry), it seems almost 
certain that there were a number of contributory factors 
which coincided to cause such appalling loss of life. The 
simplistic and blinkered view of reality that the gutter press 
promotes expects single, black-as-black villains - but the 
real world is not like that and really grown-up people know 
It. 


‘as we rebuild Toc H, we arc 
not rebuilding some sort of organisational 
vehicle for good works or social service. ..we are 
renewing a fellowship, a community...’ 


The same tendency applies in Toc H in discussions about 
things that are going wrong. The tendency is always to 
want to find ‘the’ reason or blame ‘the’ culprit. It is not 
nearly so easy, or satisfying, to settle for the fact that a 
failure may have been the result of a mix of different 
human errors, failings and shortcomings, coupled with 
factors beyond our control - yet this is usually, in fact, the 
case. 


The flip-side of this coin is that, if Toc H is to redevelop as 
a thriving, relevant and dynamic movement in the 1990s, 
we shall have to gel a number of factors right, not just one. 
Some people call for a massive restructuring of Toc H, 
some for stronger leadership giving a clearer sense of 
direction, some for more commitment locally, some for 
spiritual renewal, some for better public relations and 
fundraising and so on. The reality we face, and if we duck 
it we do nobody a service, is that we have to address a 
number of factors and give them all due attention. 
Successful renewal relies on a number of essential 
ingredients. 


by John 
Mitchell 


John Mitchell. 


In its current Green Paper, circulated in May (see also 
Point 3, Special CEC Supplement, June), the CEC lists the 
Stages that it feels are necessary for renewal. It believes 
that we have to decide a clearer focus for Toc H (to give it a 
clear and distinctive character). It believes that we must 
then decide what are the ‘vehicles’ or methods which we 
should adopt to make that focus real. It believes we have 
then to reconsider both our staffing patterns and our 
structures, so that they ‘fit’ with the focus. It believes that 
we must, at the same time, develop our spiritual life - 
without which no focus for Toc H can ever be right or 
effective. 


But even these steps are not enough. Some years ago, in 
Poperinge, a local friend of Talbot House gave me a 
decorated wall tile with the caption Zea Auis bouwt men 
met stenen, een tehuis met liefde: For those whose 
Flemish is a bit rusty, it means: ‘A house is built with 
stones, but a home with love’ - and we forget that at our 
peril. As we rebuild Toc H, we are not rebuilding some 
sort of organisational vehicle for good works or social 
service or any other such activity, however worthy. We are 
renewing a fellowship, a community, which cannot be any 
sort of vehicle for the real purposes of Toc H unless it is 
built on love. ‘Teach us to live together in love and joy and 
peace’ reads the Toc H prayer; and the new Toc H, 
however carefully and skilfully focused, planned and 
restructured, will achieve nothing unless it is, always, 
underpinned by a body of people deeply committed to 
trying to live together in love and joy and peace. St Paul’s 
seminal statement rings as powerfully today as it ever did. 
‘Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
and have not love, I am become as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal’. It is an absolute imperative and an 
absolute necessity. Otherwise, Toc H will be a sad 
irrelevance and should close down. 


When all is said and done, most of those who come into 
Toc H do so for the quality of welcome and love that they 
receive. For every person who joins because of the high 
ideals and worthwhile activities, 1 believe there will be 10 
who join primarily because of the depth and sincerity of 
the fellowship - of the genuine loving welcome that they 
meet when they first encounter Toc H. 


Renewing Toc H will not be easy. Ensuring that it is 
underpinned by that essential quality of love is never easy 
and it will need constant and devoted attention. But unless 
we ensure that it exists as a counterpoint to all the proper 
planning and changes, then we shall be wasting our time. 
The factors that must come together to ensure the renewal 
and relevance of Toc H are many, but the greatest of them is 
love. 
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DANCING 
INTO 
HISTORY 


Last year a group of young Asian 
women from Birmingham visited Talbot 
House in Belgium, where Toc H began 
during the First World War. There 
were some surprising results, as Clare 
Smythson reports. 


‘On November 11th, they were showing the Menin Gate 
on TV. All was quiet; a man was playing “The Last Post” 
on the bugle and they showed the cemeteries. I started 
crying a little... Before the trip, when they showed 
programmes about Poppy Day, I didn’t take much notice 
because | didn’t know anything about the war - but this 
year I knew about it from the trip to Belgium...” 


So says Shazia, a 15-year-old girl from Birmingham who 
visited Talbot House for five days in October last year. The 
trip was organised by Salish Visavadia, a Youth & 
Community Worker in Small Heath, inner-city 
Birmingham (some will remember him as one of Toc H’s 
first Long Term Volunteers, working in Leicester). Six 
young Asian women aged between 15 and 20 took part in 
the trip, which was designed: ‘To provide experience and 
exchange of culture in another country, through issues of 
conflict and peace’. This was to be linked both to the 
position of women (particularly Asian women) in today’s 
society; and to life today in Britain’s inner cilies. 


‘independence was what the girls were most 
looking forward to’ 


Satish’s Toc H connections brought in the movement’s 
International Officer, Ken Prideaux-Brune, who found 
funds and a Toc H Jeader for the project - me. The other 
leader was Rajnee, the girls’ dance teacher. She explained 
that Asian girls usually have little chance to learn 
independence and was interested to sec how they would 
act away from their familics. 


Independence was indeed what the girls were most looking 
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The dancing on Thursday night. 
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forward 10. Shazia (18) saw the trip as ‘a chance to make 
my own decisions’; while Rita (20) explained that ‘I was 
curious about other countries and their different ways of 
living’. Afterwards she commented: ‘now I realise there is 
no difference!’ All of them agreed that ‘we are the first 
Asian girls to take part in a project like this. Usually girls 
are stuck at home and not allowed to go out, although boys 
can. We realised that the girls with us on the project had 
the same sorts of problems’. 


Satish, Rajnee and I devised an action-packed programme, 
expertly aided by two Toc H development officers, John 
Burgess and John Dickson: 


Monday: On arrival at Talbot House, the girls were shown 
Poperinge and then Talbot House itself. Although none of 
them were Christians, they were very interested in the 
chapel: Iram (19) visited it when she wanted to reflect; 
Azam (18) when she wanted to read quietly. 


Tucsday: An enjoyable day was spent in Brugge - though 
more attention was paid to the shops and 10 the young men 
than to the architecture! 


Wednesday: A morning at the seaside and an afternoon at 
Poperinge’s Hop-Museum. A very enjoyable evening was 
speni with Sabine Claeys, of the young Toc H group in 
Poperinge, and her friend Isobelle. 


Thursday: ‘World War 1 Day’ - described below! In the 
evening a 40/50-strong group of Belgian people visited 
Talbot House to see the girls’ display of traditional Asian 
dances. Everyone joined in at the end and the evening 
continued till midnight with coffee, cake and conversation 
- Il was a great success, 


Friday: We visited Poperinge Market and said all our 
goodbyes. 


‘The thing I particular] ae 
the Belgian y remember about the trip is 


Gancn or re stood in amazement when they saw 4 
and in eed ae charging down the streets’. So said Rajni, 
wa fae rr wa Teaction of the Belgian people to our group 
Sain 4 e utmost astonishment. They stared, pointed, 
Of allention writes and gossiped. It was a friendly kind 
diane on which we all enjoyed. But the girls themselves 
iis areata some disappointment - they had expected 
EETA t0 be in national costume, clogs, aprons €t al! 
extraordin: City Birmingham, Belgium struck the girls aS 

Ordinarily quiet and peaceful; but although they found 
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A 
The whole party (minus Clare) in Brugge. From left to 
Shazia (15), Rita (20), Rajni, Iram, Rajnee, Satish, Azam. 


Clare wearing a red sari lent by one of the girls - with 


of Jacques Ryckebosch, Warden of Talbot House. |. a 


it restful they thought it might be a bit /oo quiet if they 
lived there permanently. They all enjoyed meeting the 
people and nearly cveryone was very friendly although 
they felt that they did have to cope with some racism. Rita 
commented: ‘I was surprised at the way some people 
looked at us and made us feel very unwelcome in some 
shops we went in’. 


“it was a big surprise to find that Belgian 
parents were just as strict as Asians’ 


A big surprise was to find that, in many ways, Belgian 
parents are just as strict as Asians. This subject formed a 
main topic of conversation on the night out with Sabine 
and Isobelle. Afterwards, Rita exclaimed, ‘Imagination is 
not always reality! I thought that I had had a strict 
upbringing but this trip made me realise that even Belgian 
parents have the same views. Ail my life I thought that 
these rules only applied to Asian girls’. On the ‘dancing 
night’ all the girls were highly impressed by the Belgians’ 
excellent command of English and this led to a discussion 
which condemned the English education system for its 
poor teaching of languages. 


Thursday was the dreaded ‘World War 1 Day’. AJI week 
and for weeks beforchand, protest had been abundant: ‘Oh, 
do we Aave to do that? Can't we go shopping instead?’ The 
day was my responsibility; on Wednesday night, after 
much worrying, I remembered the success of last year’s 
‘Trail of Two Cities’ (see Poit 3% September 1988) and sat 
up all night devising a treasure hunt for the girls to 
undertake in pairs. Lots of running about hunting for clues 
and no ‘history lectures’ - thankfully, this was ideal. Back 
in England, Shazia (19) remarked: ‘I enjoyed the day that 
we did the treasure hunt the most. This was because we 
found out about World War 1 owrse/ves, which was much 
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a At Sanctuary Wood on ‘World War 1 Day’. 
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right: Shazia (18), 


Anneke, the niecep> 
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more interesting than if we’d just been told about it’. | was 
most relicved to hear this, as at Langemarck Shazia had 
asked me who had won the First World War and had then 
said ‘and the Germans won the next war, right?! 


At Poclkapelle, immediate interest was gained when the 
girls had to find the grave of the youngest soldier killed in 
the war. He turned out to be only 14 - younger than any of 
them. Sanctuary Wood Museum was another great success - 
here they were able to stand in the muddy trenches 
imagining a soldier’s life inside them, and could look at the 
old photographs of the battles. Two Belgian soldiers in the 
cafe did much to interest the girls in the military life! At 
the end Shazia (15) explained: ‘In Belgium I realised how 
close we are to tragedy, when I saw all the graves and 
thought of all those who must have lost a father, husband 
or brother’. 


So, in the end, did we succeed in raising any issues of 
‘peace and conflict’? The girls who took part all say ‘yes!’ 
Shazia (15) explained that ‘the trip was worthwhile as I 
saw that there was another world apart from my own in 
Birmingham. Rita (20) realised that ‘1 have more 
confidence than | imagined. I 477 independent and can look 
after myself without my family being there’. One 
interesting and unexpected result of the trip was that the 
girls said it had helped them to learn more about the 
different Asian cultures than ever before. And finally, they 
decided it had done a lot for their dancing! We had all very 
much enjoyed their dancing display and now, as Rajni (19) 
put it, ‘we always tell everyone - “Oh, we went to tour 
Belgium and France” - and you should see their faces!’ 


E Cire Smythson is a Long Term Volunteer with Toc H, 
based in Ipswich. 
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The memorial at Poelkapelle Cemetery. 
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Ken Prideaux-Brune writes about the 
efforts of ‘Friends in Village 
Development Bangladesh’ to challenge 
rural poverty in Sylhet district. 
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Neo-literates practising accounting at a follow-up group 
session. 
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Collecting 
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the savings at the weekly meeting of a ‘women’s group. 


s of Bangladesh are so overwhelming that m 
a ERA was Fear How can things ever change? 
The sheer number of people (especially when One 
remembers that only the male half of the population is 
visible) feels oppressive. The problems of illitera l 
landlessness, poverty, malnutrition and inadequate, or 
non-existent, health care are closely linked and apparently 
incurable. Add to these the annual destruction of houses, 
crops and livestock by the monsoon floods and there 
seems no possibility that things cam ever get better. I felt 
bewildered and helpless. 


But gradually I began to see some signs of hope. Toc H’s 
project in Khasdobir, about which I wrote in May, is one 
such sign. Another is a much larger organisation called 
‘Friends in Village Development Bangladesh’, which has 
close links with the Khasdobir Youth Action Group. 
Zahin Ahmed, Director of FIVDB, took me to sce 
something of their work in one group of villages about 40 
miles west of Sylhet town. 


In this area 60 per cent of the people have no land of their 
own. They exist by working on the land of others, when 
work is available. There are few alternative means of 
earning money, and most lack the skills to make use of 
them. Ignorance and poverty lead to malnutrition and 
ill-health; and the resulting physical weakness makes it 
more difficult to work productively. The causes of poverty 
are interlinked and reinforce each other. FIVDB has 
developed a variety of programmes designed to help 
people break out of this depressing downward spiral. 


“the literacy courses arc designed to put across 
the message that poor people can improve 
their conditions of life if they work together’ 


Six members of FIVDB staff, five male and one female, 
live and work in this cluster of villages. They took us first 
to see a functional literacy class for women. The literacy 
courses developed by FIVDB, which have also been made 
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A functional literacy class. 


available to KYAG, are designed to put across, in a 
variety of ways, the message that poor people can improve 
their conditions of life if they work together. Once the 
group members have completed the first six months 
course they receive the regular newsletter produced by 
FIVDB, which reinforces the message. 


Next we met a group of women who have been together a 
little longer. Like most FIVDB groups they have started a 
savings club. They may only be able to put aside a penny 
or two each week but that builds up over time. If they 
become ill, or face some other emergency, they are less 
likely to fall into the clutches of the village moneylenders, 
who charge interest rates of 50 per cent and more. The 
group has its own elected officers. In front of the group 
the secretary notes deposits in the main ledger and in the 
pass book of the member concerned. But this is only one 
of the group’s activitics. With the aid of FIVDB workers 
they also learn about health care and nutrition and discuss 
ways in which they can work together to make moncy. 


We walked a mile and a half to another village in the 
cluster. At first the path ran along the top of a low earth 
bank. On one side was a river. On the other, fields 
Stretched level to the distant horizon, broken only by 
irrigation ditches and the occasional clump of trees. The 
bank is a ring dam, which protects the fields from flash 
floods though not from flooding during the monsoon 
season when, we were 1old, all the land that we could sec 
was under 12 feet of water. With the support of FIVDB a 
group of landless people has won the contract for 
repairing the dam. 


As we approached the village, almost hidden among trees 
on a slightly higher piece of ground, we passed a large 
area of paddy. FIVDB has helped a group of 27 landless 
men to join together to lease this land. The rice grew tall 
and green and would be ready for harvest in another 
month. Individually none of these men was able to lease 
land. As a group, with a low-interest loan from FIVDB, 
they could. 


All the things that we had seen - functional litcracy, health 
education, savings groups, low-interest loans - have been 
central activities of FIVDB since it began in 1980. But as 
we walked back to the road, the Director Zahin Ahmed 
said that the emphasis of their work has changed quite 
significantly during the last year and a half. He explained 
that, while these activities are important, they don't in 
themselves tackle the underlying causc of poverty. The 
powerlessness of the poor is, in Zahin's view, central to a 
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real understanding of the nature and causes of poverty. 
Individually, poor people can’t challenge the power of the 
village clite, the large landowners and the mosque. They 
can’t challenge practices like usury, polygamy and the 
dowry system, which keep them subservient. But if the 
poor act together they caz begin to change things. 


‘poverty robs people of dignity and 
produces a passive 
{atalism’ 


By concentrating on the provision of services, valuable as 
they are in themselves, FIVDB has bcen treating people as 
consumers, as passive recipients. It now recogniscs that its 
overriding concern must be to help the poor to organise 
themselves. The first job of FIVDB workers in a new area 
is now to conduct a detailed survey of the people, the 
institutions, the needs and the resources of the village. In 
the process of carrying out the survey they will begin to 
get to know people, and to identify a core group of 
landless people around whom an organisation can be built. 
The next stage is to help that core group decide for 
themsclves which of FIVDB's services they need. If 
activities are launched on the initiative of FIVDB they 
keep people dependent. If they are launched in response to 
requests from the people themselves they start to make 
them more self-reliant and self-confident. The distinction 
may seem a subtle onc but it reaches to the heart of the 
problem. Poverty does not only deprive people of an 
acceptable standard of living; it robs them of dignity and 
produces a passive fatalism. 


Rapid change can only be brought about by revolution - 
political revolution at home and a revolution in attitudes in 
the rich world - and there's little sign of that. And if there 
were to be a revolution in Bangladesh there's no guarantec 
that the poor would benefit from it, But change will come 
as the poor recognise the power they have in co-operation 
with each other. It will be slow, and it won't be easy, but 
organisations like FIVDB are beginning to show what can 
be donc. They are tiny glimpses of hope which pierce the 
helplessness and bewilderment felt by the visitor to 
Bangladesh. 


But change is needed in the rich world too if we are ever 
to create a genuinely inter-dependent world. Are there any 
similar signs of hope here? 


E ken Prideauy-Brune is the International Officer of 
Toc A. 
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letters 


We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters with full name and address 
will be considered for publication. 


TURNING THE TIDE 


‘Out of darkness let us bring light’. 
The lamp, the symbol of our beloved 
movement grows dimmer daily, yct I 
believe it can be refuelled and with 
perseverance made 10 burn brightly 
again. What is the reason for our 
failure to regenerate ourselves? 
Maybe the true answer lies in the past. 


With the advent of the Welfare State, 


many of our traditional jobs 
disappeared as local authorities 
became more responsive to 


community needs. Since the tasks that 


remained were well within our 
capacity our need for recruiting 
diminished. Much of our work 


became the raising of moncy for other 
charities - certainly still ‘service’, but 
we had forgotten something. Sending 
a cheque somewhere does not provide 
personal contact, nor docs it allow us 
to influence others by friendship and 
example. Then there was a financial 
crisis which was relieved by selling 
our headquarters in London: with a 
nice little nest egg now tucked away 
we settled down to continue as before. 
The changes in the organisation of 
areas and districts resulted in the 
increasing isolation and parochialism 
of individual branches. Over the past 
two decades this trend has continued. 
Our branches became less active and 
some are now almost at a Standstill. 


We now have an opportunity to refuel 
our lamps and let our light shine. 
Community needs are with us again. 
We have excellent staff to advise us. 
There are many people of all ages 
looking for something worthwhile to 
do. We must look to the past and find 
out how we grew then .. . Not by 
wailing for our staff and officers to do 
it for us! It is ovr movement and we 
are responsible for it. Toc H is a 
family and in every family all the 
members have a part to play. The 
children need to learn so that one day 
they can take over; the parents are the 
breadwinners, coordinators and 
producers of the next generation; the 
grandparents, now lacking in energy, 
are full of knowledgeable experience 
and can give abundant love and 
encouragement. Which category do 
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into? Will you play your part 
ee ern beloved family of ours? 
Let us discard apathy and pierre 
and move forward with optimism an 
determination. I refuse to believe 
branches cannot be saved. If we pull 
together, we can and must turn the 


tiae Chris Williams 


Wednestield 


OTHER FAITHS 


In response to Jim Curran (tour 
Letters, May), | was disturbed that he 
could sce no advantage in learning 
about the belicfs and customs of those 
of other faiths - ‘these are their own 
business’ he wrote. I too accept the 
words of Jesus: ‘I am the way, the 
truth and the life and no-one comes to 
the Father except through me’ (John 
14.6); and also Peter’s declaration: 
‘Salvation is found in no-one elsc, for 
there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be 
saved’ (Acts 14.6). This follows his 
quotation referring to Jesus as the 
cornerstone on which so many ‘stub 
their toes’, as Jim rightly says. 
Tolerance - ‘all roads lead to God’ is 
in fashion and easy; stones are hard 
but lasting. 


I have valued friendships with 
Muslims and these would not have 
been built up without recognition of 
and respect for their different belicfs 
and customs, which go necd to be 
Jearnt about. Also, I need to ask for 
God’s love for them and for His great 
desire that they should come to 
believe in His Son, Jesus, as their 
saviour. Muhammed was led astray 
from the truth and mistook his voice 
for God's and his followers have been 
lcd astray ever since. This was, and is, 
the fault of Christians of his time and 
ours being ‘tolerant’ and afraid to 
insist that Jesus is the ov/y way to 
God and into His Kingdom. 


Islam is spreading rapidly in this 
country, mosques are opening in 
almost every strect in some parts of 
Birmingham and the Central Mosque 
here is planning a big extension. We 
Christians should not be complacent 
and need to be getting alongside those 
of other faiths in compassion for their 
lostness, longing to make known to 
them God’s love in Jesus. It js 
necessary to find oul what they 
belicve and to find out what is belief 
and what is custom. 


So I was very interested in Post 3 ’s 
series on other faiths and congratulate 
it, while feeling that the fact that Jesus 
is the only way to God needs more 
emphasis. 
Annc Sales 
Birmingham 
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] would disagree with Jim Gran 
(May). England was and still js ms 
mother of the free and is 
embracing: “My father’s house hag 
many mansions’ - there are ma 
roads to Him. I am interested in ae 
prother’s approach to the Holy Spirit. 


Albert Fremlin-Bailey 
Church Crookham 


THE ROLE OF PROJECTS 


In a reference to projects volunteers 
David Harrison ( Your Letters, April) 
writes ‘Clearly, most have chosen not 
to continue their work with Toc H and 
we must ask why this is’. 


As | understand projects, the 
underlying principle is to introduce 
Toc H to as many young people as 
possible, thus following Tubby 
Clayton’s precept that we should 
‘endeavour to get Toc H into young 
men [!] - not young men into Toc H’. 
Surely to have introduced young 
people to the ideas of unselfish 
service is important; if they opt to 
undertake that service under the 
Toc H umbrella, | sce that as a bonus. 
Over the years I have found that the 
answer to the question to a member: 
‘What brought you into Toc H? has 
been ‘I lived in a mark’. After 25 
years our young volunteers could now 
be settling down (after raising a 
family) and saying to the same 
question: ‘Because I was involved in 
a project’. 
David Pope 
Swindon 


MEMBERSHIP & MONEY 


On reading the letter from John Stamp 
(May), I fecl a few comments may be 
useful to members. Yes, good staff 
are never cheap and our present 
Staffing policy (as determined by 
Central Council) is costed to maintain 
Our services at the current level. The 
field staff are an essential part of our 
continuity and without them the future 
of Toc H could be at risk. The policy 
of having centres such as Cuddesdon, 
Lindridge etc is to provide ‘focal 
points’ for our movement and they 
would be sorely missed. And of 
course we need central services (who 
would produce fom 3, pay our bills 
and look after our staff?) We are 
constantly looking at our costs and 
endeavour to kcep our annual deficit 
at a manageable level; but what is 
more important is the concept of 
value for MONEY, 


We must ensure that every pound is 
wisely spent to further the objectives 
of our movement and that waste and 
Inefficiency are eliminated. People 
count more than money and I remind 


members of the PLUS ONE campaign 

if we @// attracted a new, fully 
contributing, member our movement 
would be transformed and financial 
cares would be relegated to no more 
than routine headaches for lowly folk 
such as honorary treasurers. 


1 conclude by saying: ‘It is our Toc H 

so get up and do something about it, 

Don’t leave it to the staff or others but 

see to it that this year you can say “I 
did my bit” ’. 

Ted Tunnadine 

Toc H Hon. Treasurer, 

Sutton Coldfield 


The letters of David Harrison and 
John Stamp (April and May) refer to 
membership and finance in totally 
different ways. It is interesting to 
contrast the rhetoric of the former, 
and particularly the offensive and 
inaccurate comment that ‘Toc H can 
be seen as a bewildering ghetto of 
committee meeting, lamp burning and 
rhetoric from the past’ with the 
objectivity of the latter. | am much 
more concerned, however, with the 
financial aspects, having carricd out a 
limited analysis of recent accounts. 


To be able to project into the future it 
is necessary to examine the recent 
past. Toc H's financial policy for 
several years has been based on the 
so-called ‘development’ of the 
movement by massive overspending, 
approved officially cach year. In 
1983/4 the deficit was £187,000, 
which was 28% of expenditure and 
the then Treasurer said ‘We face the 
prospect of rising deficits over the 
next two years’. By 1986/7 the deficit 
had risen to £280,000, 33% of 
expenditure, when the Hon. Treasurer 
said ‘These continued deficits have to 
be paid for out of reserves’. Toc H has 
no reserves as it docs not make 
profits. The reality is that the deficits 
are covered by selling propertics and 
investments for cash. 


1987/8 saw expenditure rise above £1 
million with a deficit of £442,000 - 
42% of expenditure. 1988/9 will have 
seen a further rise in spending, if only 
on account of inflation. Assuming a 
continued fall in real income (ie 
Subscriptions, tax recovered etc), I 
estimate that the deficit will be in the 
region of £530,000, approaching 50% 
of expenditure. 


I estimate that proceeds from the sales 
of investments and properties over the 
past five years have approached £3 
million. David asks for the ‘liberation’ 
of the assets of the movement - in 
fact, no doubt to his surprise, these are 
already being consistently ‘released’. 
Perhaps to his greater surprise, and 
taking the figure in John’s letter of 


£600,000, the proceeds from such 
assets have been needed to pay most 
of the staff salaries, expenses etc. In 
1987/9, Toc H has become, whether 
by accident or design, very much part 
of 1980's Britain, with a policy of 
Massive overspending, the selling off 
of assets to finance deficits and the 
mortgaging of its future. 


And what of the future? Available 
Properties appear to have been 
disposed of. Income from investments 
will fall by perhaps £25,000 each year 
as they are sold off. Are we to see 
deficits of £2 million in the next three 
years compared with nearly the same 
amount in the previous six years? 


Finally, the connection between 
membership, finance and annual 
deficits should be clarified. ‘Give us 
the members and the money should 
surely follow’ said Ted Tunnadine in 
the Hon. Treasurer's last report. But 
regional income from members’ 
Subscriptions, builders etc was less 
than 10% of the year’s expenditure. 
Membership is vital but it does not 
solve the problem. Time and money 
are both running out and radical 
thinking is needed if Toc H is not to 
become just another fundraising, 
centralised charity with no specific 
objective. 
Jack Ratcliffe 
Hon. Treasurer 
Darlington District 


WHICH CAMP? 
The interminable debate about the 


so-called Christian basis of Toc H 
rages ever on and on. Whenever the 


subject is raised it seems that all the‘ 


fundamental prejudices about faith 
and religion come to the surface. It 
seems to be possible to divide people 
into camps, although the edges are 
blurred and some people may fall into 
more than one. 


1. The 
camp. 


Chiistamsing movement 


‘We accept people into membership, 
regardless of their religious beliefs, in 
the hope that they will turn to Christ 
as a result of their experiences with 
Toc H. One of the prime aims of 
Toc H is, therefore, to convert people 
to Christianity.’ 


2. The 70c H is Christian camp. 


‘qJ am a Christian and Toc H is a 
Christian organisation so I don't 
understand why non-Christians would 
join, but I’m not going to stop them’ 
scems to be the philosophy of this 
camp. A minority view would be that 
only Christians should be allowed to 


join. 


3. The 7oc H is a Forum camp. 


‘As an organisation, Toc H should not 
subscribe to any one religion but 
should encourage people to join 
regardless of their faith. Toc H then 
acts as a forum for debate and for 
persona! learning and reconciliation.’ 


4. The / don? care camp. 


‘Oh, no, not “Christianity and Toc H” 
again’ is the philosophy here. You are 
unlikely to fall into this camp if you 
have read this far. 


5. The esoteric camps. 


In these camps fall all those who have 
strong beliefs about what Toc H is 
about on the ‘spiritual’ and religious 
front but are not clearly in one or 
more of the above camps. 


6. The confused camp. 


These people have no idea about 
which of the above camps they fall 
into, if any, and are unaware of how 
they feel about Toc H and Christianity 
anyway. This makes some of them 
feel guilty and others just feel stupid, 
although they are careful about who 
they tell. The truth is that probably 
most of us fall into this camp to some 
extent. 


So, do you see yourself somewhere 
here? I certainly subscribe to the 
‘Forum’ camp, with a tinge of the 
confused, because all the others, with 
the possible exception of some of the 
esoteric camps, are cither arrogant or 
irresponsible. Toc H was never 
intended to be a Church - there are 
enough denominations already, and 
those of us who are Christian should 
not claim to have found the total and 
absolute Truth to which we must 
convert others. That must be the 
ultimate arrogance. The Rev. Colin 
Rudd (former member of the National 
Chaplaincy Team) said, at least once, 
that being right is not dependent on 
others being wrong, and that is wise. 
As a Christian a person may have 
found the ‘true faith’ for himself, but 
so may the Muslim or the Hindu. 


If we are truly to reconcile peoples of 
varying backgrounds, faiths, attitudes 
and beliefs, then we must Start with an 
open mind - a mind which is willing 
to learn from others. If Toc H is not 
about mutual growth and 
development such as this then I find it 
hard to see a legitimate role for it in 
the years ahead. 


Timothy Day 
South Holmwood, 
Surrey 
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Jimmy Neilly writes from Hemel 
Hempstead about the branch’s 
association with the local prison. 


For some time a group from the 
Hemel Hempstead Branch have been 
making regular visits to the prison 
where the Chaplain has organised a 
Carpenters Club - after Christ the 
Carpenter. After a short preliminary 
address by the Chaplain the prisoners 
and visitors divide into small groups 
to discuss the topic set. It is 
surprising how the young offenders 
are prepared to open up to us, and 
more so how prepared they are to 
ignore the age gap. This being so we 
are able, in’ many ways, to 
demonstrate that members of Toc H 
really do care, and that we are ready 
to offer that helping hand both in the 
prison and upon their discharge 
where possible - this last by 
arranging contact with units near 
their home. The desire for such 
contact comes from the young lads 
themselves, who show an_ honest 
desire to break from their old 
associations and try again. 


When we commenced visiting the 
prison an opportunity was provided 
to explain Toc H, its history and 
purpose to the prisoners, some 20 in 
number. One night the Lamp was 
taken into the meeting and its origin 
and the Ceremony of Light were 
explained. Great interest was shown, 
a reflection of the keen anticipation 
of our next visit - an anticipation 
shared by ourselves. For Toc H has 
arrived. We now regard the young 
people as our friends. The Chaplain 
always looks forward to our visits 
which, he states, are a ‘stabilising 
influence in the prison, because you 
obviously care’. So may it continue. 
Condemnation is easy; understanding 
more difficult. Caring and offering 
the helping hand is Toc H. Young 
offenders need the latter most of all. 
Would you deny it them? 


Birmingham Outward Group’s first 
trip to Lindridge House in Devon this 
year was in part a training weekend 
for all the assistant leaders. The 
weekend was a definite success with 
most of the children asking to be 
taken again - it is hoped that as many 
as possible will be able to go on the 
next trip to Lindridge in May. 
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Pat Dalley writes of the sad end toa long- 


A canteen has been run by Toc H 
since the early 1950s to provide light 
refreshment for the stockmen whilst 
they are attending to the animals in 
their charge during the course of the 
Show. 


In the beginning things were very 
basic: a marquee for shelter, water 
obtained from a stand pipe and 
heating by means of primus stoves or 
the like. In the years that followed 
improvements were made - such as 
more solid shelter and up-to-date 
facilities - due largely to the efforts of 
many members of the movement and 
assistance from the showground 
authorities. 


The canteen was run continuously 
from the eve of opening day to the 
closure two days later and was of 
latter years the only Toc H canteen 


standing picce of Toc H work, 


+ 


left in the country catering for the 
stockmen. Other shows werc taken 
over by commercial ventures. In 
earlier years a concert was put on 
during the evening for the stockmen. 


Alas the time has now come when 
we have to close. The lack of helpers 
is putting strain on the few that are 
left - indeed the canteen has been 
managed and partially staffed by 
friends of the movement for the last 
five years. It is a sad occasion but as 
present day stockmen are of better 
standing, some with their own 
caravans and thus able to make their 
own ‘cuppa’, we can bow out 
gracefully knowing that we gave of a 
service when most needed. 


E 27 Dalley is a member of 


Norvich Women’s Branch. 
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A Motion 


by Gerry Conibecr 


What ‘alternative, challenge, chaos, 
experiment, fun, provocation, risk, 
searching, value’ this title conjures 
up. Yet, what frustration, disinterest, 
confusion, and yes, boredom is often 
the collective feeling that we meet 
around some of the branches of our 
movement after Central Councils 
each November. Why? 


The words listed in the first sentence 
above were conclusions given at the 
end of an unique weekend exercise at 
Alison House on April Fools Day. 


Titled ‘An Alternative Central 
Council’, and created partly in 
succession to the ‘Toc H 2000 


experimental cvents, the purpose was 
to explore aspects of Toc H today 
and in the future, in an atmosphere 
more relaxed and less hide-bound 
than the regular Council. 


Numbers were a bit short, but 16 
people made an cxcellent debating 
group, ranging in age from the early 
20s to the lively 60s, and covering 
both a wide experience of Toc H and 
refreshing new views based on first 
impressions of the movement. The 
invitations had been selective, aiming 
at a cross-section of members from 
around the country. The acceptances 
were a bit different, but still nearly 
achieved the ideal, and were certainly 
not confined to the old faithful band! 
The Icaders were John Mitchell and 
Derek Bartrop, who made a great job 
of keeping us and the debates in good 
order. 


In format it was run like a proper 
council, with motions submitted in 
advance making an order paper of 14 
items. These ranged from the 
proposed disposal of all our assets to 
comments on our drinking habits - 
and there was an agreed procedure of 
speaking, timing and voting. 
Everybody got a say and plenty of 
chance to air their views and listen to 
others. 


No direct result will be the outcome 
of motions decided favourably. 
Perhaps the experience of having 
thought out, proposed and argued a 
motion, plus hearing other views on 
it, will encourage some of the 
members to carry them forward. Or 
perhaps it will inspire other 
development among other members 
thinking along similar lines; so a 
summary is offered to readers 
together with a few points of 


Suggested action. 


for Council! 


T 
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TocH and AA 


Laurice A, secretary to the 
Hoddesdon 12 Steps AA Group, 
looks at some of the parallels 
between Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Toc H. 


There is a notice in the little chapel in 
Toc H’s house at Hoddesdon which 
says: ‘Abandon rank all who enter 
here.’ 


It appealed to me and as I chatted to 
Dave Collins, our genial host, when 
he showed me round, I realised there 
were other parallels between Toc H 
and the fellowship to which I belong 
- Alcoholics Anonymous. 


Like Toc H, we tend to use first 
names. In the early days of AA this 
was to protect members against the 
prejudice which existed (and still 
does, though less so) against people 
with a drink problem. But there is 
also a positive spiritual value in 
anonymity; it emphasises our 
equality under God. As our Tradition 
has it: ‘Our leaders are but trusted 
servants, they do not govern.’ 


Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships and offer 
service. AA is a fellowship of men 
and women whose primary purpose 
is to stay sober and help other 
alcoholics to achieve sobriety. As 
Toc H seeks to serve the community, 


CiE.C. & Finance 


we seek to serve others with a drink 
problem in the community. 


Tac H members are pledged to try to 
welcome all in friendship. So are we. 
We recognise that we don’t have all 
the answers. We try to carry our 
message of recovery to others, but 
some reject it. All we are asked to do 


is try. 


Toc H at Hoddesdon has a lovely 
meeting room in its timbered 16th 
century house at 99 High Street. We 
started our AA group there last 
September. Dave explained that as 
part of Toc H’s service to the 
community, we would not be asked 
to pay rent. This is a great help as we 
are Only a small group; but it also 
posed a dilemma because each AA 
group has to be fully self-supporting, 
according to another of our 
Traditions. We get round it 
by making modest contributions 
to Toc H from our collections. We 
use any surplus to buy literature and 
carry the message to others. 


Dave sat in on one of our recent 
meetings and we are very grateful for 
Toc H’s interest and encouragement. 
We believe that ‘for our group 
purpose there is but one ultimate 
authority, a loving God...” I think 
that idea would have Tubby 
Clayton's approval and I pray that the 
God of our understanding will show 
all of us other ways in which Toc H 
and Alcoholics Anonymous can 
cooperate. 


Continued overleaf 13 
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Leominster Toc H successfully 
applied to the Telethon Appeal for 
£5000 to go towards courses run by 
the local Community Association for 
people with mental handicaps or 
physical disabilities. The money will 
be used to pay for materials, tools and 
teaching on the courses and the centre 
manager, Jenny Gough, expressed her 
thanks to Toc H. 


Wolverhampton Branch received 
the Pirie Lamp on 27 April 1929 and 
celebrated this Diamond Jubilee with 


a service at St Thomas’ Church, 
Wednesfield. Community service 
undertaken over the years was 


recalled. This included Toc H’s role 
in establishing and running the old 
Central Boys’ Club before the War, 
work with the deaf and newsreading 
to the blind. At present, the holiday 
camp is planning its 31st annual 
holiday for underprivileged children - 
it is preparing to take 60 children 
away to North Wales to spend some 
time by the seaside. 


Earlier this year, two Toc H districts 
paid a visit to a Hindu temple in 
Wolverhampton. They were greeted at 
the Sri Sathya Sai Centre by the 
priest, Ratibhai Patel. Over 30 Toc H 
members and friends squeezed into 
the small front room - the temple 
makes good use of two houses in a 
perfectly ordinary street of Victorian 
properties. A young woman teacher 
explained the background to their 
faith in a way that everyone could 
understand. As a result, there will be a 
two day course in July on relaxation 
and meditation run by an Indian Holy 
Man from Bangalore, and this will be 
open to Hindus as well as to people 
from Toc H. 


Bebington Branch organised the 
Alexandra Rose Day in Birkenhead in 
April and raised £460. Some of the 
money raised will go towards the 
Merseyside District Holiday Project. 
14 guests from the area who are 
visually impaired or who for various 
reasons have not had a holiday for 
several years, will be taken for a 
week's holiday to Alison House, 
where they will be joined by a similar 
number of volunteers. There was an 
added success from the day in the 
form of publicity: for the first time 
there was a detailed write-up in the 
local papers. Bob Brown writes that 
he feels he has achieved a 
break-through! Congratulations! 


sreview 


M.E. and the Bishop 
A YEAR LOST AND FOUND 
by Rev Michael Mayne 


Darton, Longman & Todd, £2.95 


Sufferers from M.E.  (Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis) fail to recover 
from a viral attack. In its aftermath, 
they experience severe fatigue, 


muscle pain and weakness, impaired 
mental faculties and often a host of 
other symptoms, eg allergies, 
vulnerability to other infections, loss 
of sight and hearing, headaches ctc. 
The illness can last for life and 
confines many to home or bed. There 
is no universally successful treatment, 
although rest is an essential palliative. 
Many are helped by the avoidance of 
allergens in their diet or environment. 


Recent research suggests that M.E. is, 
like M.S. (Multiple Sclerosis), 
primarily a disease of the central 
nervous system. Whilst doctors search 
for the cause(s), psychiatrists have 
offered several explanations of the 
illness: sufferers are a mass of 
hysterical women, overambitious 
yuppies who breathe too much, lazy 
depressives who dislike exercise or 
underambitious hypochondriacs. 
Sadly, the availability of 
psychosomatic explanations for any 
illness that eludes current medical 
knowledge serves to inhibit serious 
research and psychiatrists have not 
matched their facility in coining 
theories by an ability to cure M.E. 
victims. Morcover, as a result, 
paticnis have been exposed to a 
farrago of hostility and scepticism 
from many doctors. It is not surprising 
that, deprived of health, job, income 
and mobility and exposed to such 
disbelief, often from friends and 
family as well, many suffer extremes 
of isolation and depression. 


The genre of M.E. autobiography is 
unpromising. Litanies of symptoms, 
social slights, medical callousness and 
endless injustice makes for dismal 
reading. Michael Mayne’s .4 Year 
Lost and Found is a lighter, more 
circumspect book. He was not a 
severe sufferer and was spared much 
social and medical harrassment by 
virtue of his successful status: he fell 
ill in May 1985 whilst vicar at Great 
St Mary’s, the University Church in 
Cambridge, and is now Dean of 
Westminster. 


In the book’s first part he describes 
the ups and downs of his life durin 
the last year of illness - his struggles 


to fulfil obligations; his enforced 
leisure, solitude and boredom; the 
support and prayer of his colleagues, 
family and parishioners in the ‘Body 
of Christ’; and encounters with 
medicine men. Throughout, the tale is 
charged with his unfailing faith that 
‘God would lead me quietly and 
unobtrusively through the natural, but 
no less miraculous, power of my body 
to renew itself. 


In the second section he attempts to 
understand his experience of illness 
with the terms of his Christian faith. 
This amounts to an essay on the 
perennial ‘problem of evil’. How can 
a believer reconcile the notion of a 
loving, creator God with the existence 
of human suffering? He concludes 
that ‘only the Passion and death of 
Jesus can reconcile these apparently 
irreconcilable truths. Only in a 
recognition of Christs physical 
vulnerability during the Passion can 
the spiritual ‘stature of waiting’ be 
discovered. 


Rather than the Rev  Mayne’s 
exposition of his arguments, [ would 
have preferred to learn how the 
impact of illness had compelled him 
to find value in traditional Christian 
doctrines, whose exposition I could 
read elsewhere. The book gave me no 
sense of this spiritual ‘growth’ - and 
this failing was cmphasised by the 
lack of reference between the two 
parts of the book. Also, as was to be 
expected, the Rev Mayne fails to 
overcome the traditional 
contradictions of the Christian 
‘answer’ to suffering - so that their 
proffering scemed like a preemption 
of thought rather than a result. 


The focus of the Passion inspires 
Michael Mayne’s trust in a God ‘in 
whom we live and move and have our 
being’. The strength of that belief is 
the most vivid impression left by this 
book. 


Chris Moore 
E zs Moore is 27 and has 


sulfercd from severe ME. for 
several YEAS. 


a 
Attention! 
The Editorial Office has a new 
telephone number: 


01-375-0547 


new 
members 


The following new members were 
registered during April/May: 


Mrs Pamela A Marshall, Mrs Stella J 
E Jones (Barton on Humber J) 
Mrs Dorothy I Butler, Mrs Mary B 
Hansen, Bernard Stuckley 

(Bideford J) 

Mrs Briallen Edwards, Peter C 
Thomas, Merion & Mrs June A 
Williams (Blaenau Ffestiniog J) 

Julius Newman, Mrs Mary E Warr 
(Brandon J) 

Robert W Hawker (Broadway M) 

Mrs Alice L Sharpe (Burraton W) 

David N Brown (Thornaby J) 

James B & Mrs Marjorie Shaw 
(Crewkerne J) 

Frank & Mrs Dorothy Trem! 
(Hythe J) 

Mrs Anne C Everett (Kempston J) 

Mrs Elien Lynn, James Sims 
(Leigh J) 

Gordon Squires (New Milton J) 

Frederick J Hawkes 
(North Walsham J) 

Mrs Rita M Haines (Plymstock W) 

Claude G & Mrs Lilian E Roberts 
(Prestatyn & District J) 

Miss Marjorie B Phillips, Mrs 

Kathleen Coward (St Annes J) 

Leonard W & Mrs Lilian L Bones 
(Sandown/Shanklin J) 

Peter T Oakley 
(S.E. & West Herts District) 

Miss Jayne Stevens 
(South Dorset District) 

Frederick W Salt (Sunderland J) 

Miss Jacqueline Bateson (Thornaby J) 


Welcome to 34 new members 


Kevin Smith is 
House - 


Sdate 
obituaries —] 


We regret to announce the death 
of the following members: 


In January 
Gwendoline Butler (Edgmond) 
Arthur F Hosford (Sevenoaks) 


In February 
Dorothy L Evans 
(West Essex District) 


In March 
Rev. Walter R Cummings 

(N.E. Norfolk District) 
Alfred Sanderson 

(Leeds & Craven District) 
Hester J Symond (Stockport) 
Marjory Taylor 

(Medway & Sheppey District) 


In April 
Rev. Launcelot F Baker (Eltham) 
Richard S Cooke 

(Ouse & Hull District) 
Neil T Cropper (Buckley) 
Cyril T Edwards (Glamorgan District) 
Margaret Dawson 

(South Devon District) 
Herbert S Feakins (Maidstone Swan) 
Elaine R Hallett (Glamorgan District) 
Mary McManus (North Walsham) 


In May 

John C Kirby (Bexhill on Sea) 

Clare Lambert (Edgbaston) 

Joan M Mackinnon (Hemlington) 
Lincoln I South (Green Street Green) 
R B ‘Bryn’ Young (Denbigh) 


an occasional visitor to Webb 
Toc H’s centre for mental health in 


Middlesbrough. He is proud of his gypsy family, its 
traditions and way of life. He wrote the following 
poem in the front of his Bible. 


They call us Knackers, 
We travel around, 


We lay our beds on the stony ground. 


Our blessed Mother was a 
traveller too, 

She travelled around 

And gave birth to our Lord 

On the cold, cold ground; 

Had no possessions 

Just a donkey and shawl 

But the child in her arms 

Was King of us all. 


Our Lord was a traveller, 
Travelled the land, 

Had no possessions 

Just a stick in his hand. 
In his heart 

He built no wall, 

He made us equal, 

He loves us all. 


Not previously recorded 
Tom Dewhurst (Merseyside District) 
Olive Dickinson (Leeds) 
Arthur ‘Bill’ Fisher-Jones (Mochdre) 
Marion L Hale (Bargoed) 
Charles J Hurn (North Walsham) 
Leslie C Hyde (Wimborne) 
Harry Oldfield (Leeds District) 
John F Perkins (Weymouth) 
Winifred M Slade (Bideford) 
Mary Wareham (Acton) 
Edward Windebank 

(Southampton District) 
Rosamund A Winter (Bideford) 


Wilfred (Wilf) B De’Ath joined Toc H in Borcham 
Woad in 1932 but over the years was attached to 
East Barnet, Potters Bar and Hitchin branches. In 
1973 he became a Builder and has been a regular 
contributor to Fosnt .2 He died only two weeks after 
his wife, at the age of 86. 


Bexhill Branch record with sadness the death of 
John C Kirby in April at the age of 79. Born of 
missionary parents in Africa, he spent most of his 
working life there and in South America. On settling 
in Bexhill, he became the first chairman of the 
reconstituted Bexhill Branch in 1964. He also served 
as branch and district secretary. His kindness and 
cheerful personality will be missed. 

we 


It is with much regret that we report the death of one 
of our most staunch members, Mrs Mary 
McManus. Since she joined our branch several 
years ago she scldom missed a meeting until the last 
six months when cancer took over her life. She was 
always busy, serving on several committees and was 
a source of help and inspiration to all. She is greatly 
missed. 

PP 


Richard Stanley Cooke (‘Stan’) died in April, 
four days after his 89th birthday. He served in the 
Royal Hussars in WW 1 and in the Medical Corps in 
WW2. He worked as a coalminer and later as a civil 
servant He was a member of York Branch of Toc H, 
and served on the Arca Executive of East Yorkshire 
and as a Central Councillor. 

LSR 


Arthur (‘Bill’) Fisher-Jones was, until his death, 
district treasurer of the Conway District. He had 
been chairman of Offas Dyke before moving to 
North Wales and joining Mochdre Branch. He was a 
very good Toc H worker and was also very involved 


with other organisations He will always be 
remembered for his jokes and comments at 
mectings. 


DLW 


Edgmond Branch has been saddened by the death of 
Gwen Butler on January 7 1989. She joined the 
branch in 1968. Her cheerfulness and willingness to 
help at alt the branch activities will be missed by 
everyone. We remember her with proud 
thanksgiving. 

LLB 


We have been deeply saddened by the death of 
Mary Pett, who had been such a good and faithful 
member of Toc H. She was a member of Boston W. 
Branch, and over the years had held every office in 
branch, district and area as well as being staff deputy 
for at least 20 years in the Women's Association. We 
remember her with love and gratitude and shall miss 
her. 

EW 


Edgbaston Branch has been decply saddened by the 
death of Clare Lambert. She joined 50 years ago 
and her husband Geoff was also a member. They 
were both dedicated to Toe H and deeply involved. 
Clare became a Central Councillor some years ago. 
Her sense of fun and humour endeared her to ail she 
met and she will be missed. 

EM 


We give thanks for their lives 
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We will be holding a COFFEE 


EVENING on FRIDAY, 11th 
AUGUST 1989, at 7.30 p.m. in 
a 


Elmstead Community Centre. 


O! nt There will be many attractive 


Stalls, including Cakes, Plants, 
Nearly New, Bric-a-Brac and a 
Raffle. 


Please come and bring your 
friends. 


rideaux House 


The Community and Fellowship of 
Friends Anonymous Service 


RAP 


Prideaux House is not a hotel, nor a boarding house, nor a hostel. It is the home 
of a community of people who have found their faith in God very real and 
relevant. 


Our aim is to offer good quality accommodation in a homely atmosphere for 
that short break in London, near the West End, theatres, shops, museums and 
concerts. Ideally suited for persons attending conferences, courses, business 
meetings, interviews, and for those in need of relaxation. Perfect for groups or 
persons wanting peace and quiet. 


Accommodation is offered in The Stanley Coulson Wing of our Community 
House and Centre in ten single (only) rooms, and all proceeds support our work 
in Hackney. 


Each bedroom has a very high standard of furbishing with own wash-basin. 
There are good shower facilities, lounges, TV Room, small garden and the 
Community Chapel. Wholesome cooking is the norm. Sadly, accommodation is 
not suitable for children, smokers and persons on specific orthodox diets. 


For further information contact: 
The Rev Gualter R de Mello, Prideaux House, Ecumenical Interfaith Centre, 
10 Church Crescent, London, E9 7DL. Telephone: 01 986 2233. 


(If writing, state name of paper, quoting ‘ACC/87’.) 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 
Gopak Ltd- sge 

MANUFACTURER 
FOLDING TABLES GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals... 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, 
Range Road, 
Hythe, Kent, 
CT21 5BR 

No stamp needed 


Alternatively ring 
0303 65751 


Cuddesdon 
House 


There are still places available on 
the following events: 


Principally Painting 


October 14-21 1989 


Leaders: Bob and Gwyn Harvey 
Cost: £85, residence and tuition 


Look and Learn - English 
Parish Churches 


October 23-27 


Leader: Bob Douch (former Local 
History Lecturer, Southampton 
University) 

Cost: £65 fully inclusive 


World Chain of Light Vigil 
December 11-12 


Cuddesdon House is available for 
self-catering groups for both 
Christmas and the New Year. 


Further details of the above from: 
The Warden, 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford OX9 9HB 


aqs 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, which 
is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 5p a 
word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, to Zoint 3 
Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be 
obtained from the Editorial Office, Toc H, 38 
Newark Street, London Et 2AA. Tel: 01 247 5110. 


ne an a 


Falmouth Toc H Holiday House. Accommodation 
for 5, plus cot Open all year. £60 per week. Tel: 
Falmouth (0326) 312689. 


Hythe Kent - homely accommodation in 
member's home. Bed, breakfast and/or evening 
meal or full board. Rates negotiable. Enquire: Tony 
Cock, 7 Tournay Close, Lympne, Hythe, Kent CT21 
4LL. Tel: 0303 269407. 


Blakeney - Norfolk, Flat to tet overlooking quay. 
Sleeps 4/5. Full of interest to walkers, artists, bird 
lovers and naturalists, Just everything! Tel: Rev 
Oliver, 0798 831404. 


Christian Singles, friendship contacts, fellowship 
groups, social events, nationwide. Weekend 
housepariies. Holidays. Christian Fellowship 
Friendship, Dept 23B, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


Raise funds quickly, casily. Superb ball-pens. 
combs, key fobs, diaries, ctc. gold stamped 10 your 
requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, Bradford 
BD3 8BT. 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks IP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


